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TUNING THE BASS

EACH OPEN STRING SOUNDS LIKE THE LOWER STRING PLAYED IN THE 5TH

FRET.  FOR EXAMPLE, PLAY THE NOTE IN THE FIFTH FRET ON THE E-

STRING.  THIS NOTE MAY BE USED TO TUNE THE OPEN A-STRING.

NOTE: A FRET IS THE METAL MATERAL ON THE NECK OF YOUR BASS THAT

RUNS PERPENDICULAR TO THE STRINGS AND YOU PLACE YOUR FINGERS

OF YOUR LEFT HAND TO PRODUCE NOTES.

THE SHADED BLACK DOT ABOVE INDICATES WHERE YOU SHOULD PLACE

YOUR FINGER ON THE FRET TO PRODUCE THE NOTE THAT WILL BE

MATCHED WITH YOUR OPEN STRING.

USE THE DVD PROVIDED WITH THIS BOOK ALONG WITH THE DIAGRAM

ABOVE TO TUNE YOUR BASS
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THE STAFF

This collection of lines and spaces is called a staff. We can refer to
each line and each space by its number. A staff doesn't usually
have numbers written beside the lines and spaces. We've put them
there to show the fact that we number them from the bottom. On
the staff we place notes and rests.

ALL INSTRUMENTS WILL USE STAFFS WITH ONE OF THE MANY CLEFS
TO INDICATE THE NAME OF THE LINES AND SPACES OF THE STAFF.

THE BASS READS MUSIC USING THE BASS CLEF

THE NAMES OF THE LINES ARE [G-B-D-F-A]

1 = G (GOOD)
2 = B (BOY)
3 = D (DOES)
4 = F (FINE)
5 = A (ALWAYS)

THE NAMES OF THE SPACES ARE [A-C-E-G]

1 = A (ALL)
2 = C (COWS)
3 = E (EAT)
4 = G (GRASS)
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BARLINES AND MEASURES

BARLINES ARE VERTICAL LINES THAT DIVIDES THE STAFF INTO
MEASURES

A MEASURE IS THE DISTANCE BETWEEN TWO BARLINES

NOTE: THE STAFF BELOW HAS BEEN DIVIDED INTO 4 MEASURES

THE TIME SIGNATURE

THE TIME SIGNATURE IS THE NUMBER AT THE BEGINNING OF EACH
PIECE OF MUSIC.  THE TIME SIGNATURE WILL REPERSENT TWO
NUMBERS.  FOR THIS EXERCISE, WE WILL ONLY USE FOUR (4) BEATS
TO THE MEASURE.

THE TOP NUMBER WILL DETERMINE THE AMOUNT OF BEATS PER
MEASURE.  THIS NUMBER CAN BE ANY VALUE HOWEVER; IT IS MOST
OFTEN SMALLER THAN (12) TWELVE.

THESE NUMBERS ARE NOT FRACTIONS.  THE TOP NUMBER (4)
INDICATES THAT YOU MUST COUNT TO FOUR BEFORE YOU CAN LEAVE
A MEASURE.  LIKEWISE, THE NUMBER (3) IN THE TIME SIGNATURE
INDICATES THAT YOU WILL ONLY COUNT THREE BEATS BEFORE
MOVING TO THE NEXT MEASURE
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FINDING THE NOTES ON THE NECK

TO USE THIS DIAGRAM, PLACE THE BASS IN FRONT OF YOU  IN YOUR
LAP.  WITH THE HEAD OF THE BASS TO THE LEFT THIS WILL PLACE
THE E STRING (LARGEST STRING) CLOSEST TO YOUR BODY.  THE BASS
WILL LOOK LIKE THE DIAGRAM ABOVE.

NOTICE THAT THE NOTE IN THE FIRST FRET ON THE E-STRING IS F,
AND THE NOTE IN THE FIRST FRET ON THE G-STRING IS (G#).

EXAMPLE: THE NOTES IN THE FIRST FRET FROM THE E-STRING
ACROSS TO THE G-STRING ARE: [F-A#-D#-G#].  THE # IS PRONOUNCED
SHARP.  EXAMPLE D# IS CALLED (D SHARP).

NOTE THE SOME STRINGS HAVE TWO NOTES IN THE FIRST FRET.
FOR EXAMPLE  LOOK AT THE A-STRING = [A# AND Bb].
THESE NOTES SOUND THE SAME BUT HAVE DIFFERENT NAMES

1. WHAT NOTE IS LOCATED IN THE 4 TH FRET ON THE D STRING?
2. WHAT NOTE IS LOCATED IN THE 2 ND FRET ON THE A STRING?
3. WHAT NOTE IS LOCATED IN 5 TH FRET ON THE E STRING?
4. WHAT NOTE IS LOCATED IN THE 1 ST FRET ON THE G STRING?

First fret Fifth fret



6

• WHOLE NOTES ON THE OPEN STRINGS

N

HALF NOTES ON THE OPEN STRINGS

HALF AND WHOLE NOTES ON THE OPEN STRINGS
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e E STRING STUDY
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A A STRING STUDY

STRIN
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D STRING STUDY G
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G G STRING STUDY
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ALL STRING STUDY G


